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Dear parishioners,
The power of song has always

been strong.  It  gave us strength to
endure five centuries of Ottoman
occupation, reminded us and
prepared  us  for  the  eventual
freedom we yearned for.

“Ko  da  mi  otme  iz  moje  duse,
Kosovo” is  a  popular  song  that  we
may hear these days on TV, radio
and even over the net, whenever we
choose to be virtual warriors showing
care for the homeland.

But are we genuine about our care
for Kosovo and Serbia, or are we just
putting on a “Vidovdan show” to
ease  the  pain  that  we  have  within?
Pain caused by helplessness because
of the desperate situation that our
brothers  and  sisters  back  home find
themselves in.

We Serbs are an impulsive lot.  We
attempt to save that which cannot
be  once  it  is  too  late,  yet  forget  to
invest our efforts when the time is
right.  We did that in relation to the
situation in Kosovo and Metohija,
and, we tend to do the same thing
here in Australia, forgetting to invest
in future generations and in their
preservation as proud Serbian-
Australians in this great land.

Thus, on this Vidovdan I implore all
to maintain the Kosovo ethos and the

marking of Vidovdan in our homes
and through our Church and to pass

on this flame to our children and
grandchildren. The power is in our

hands alone and no one can stand in
our way if we approach this task with

faith, hope and love.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;

His understanding is beyond measure.
The Lord takes pleasure in those that rever Him

and in those who hope in His steadfast love.
(Psalm 146:5 and 146:11)

Fr. Vladislav Sipovac
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SCHEDULE OF CHURCH SERVICES
J U N E

Friday 28th Holy Great Martyr Lazar of Serbia – VIDOVDAN
Holy liturgy at 10am

Sunday 30th VIDOVDAN POMEN (MEMORIAL)
Holy Liturgy at 10am, followed by a memorial service,
lunch and Vidovdan children’s program in church hall

J U L Y
    Monday 1st    (Apostles’ Fast begins)
Sunday 7th Birth of St John the Baptist & Forerunner

Holy liturgy at 10am
Friday 12th Holy Apostles, Sts Peter and Paul

Holy liturgy at 10am
Sunday 14th Holy liturgy at 10am (+Gen. Draza Memorial)
Sunday 21st Holy liturgy at 10am
Sunday 28th KSS Slava “Ognjena Marija”

Holy Liturgy at 10am, then blessing of slava bread and
lunch in church hall

A U G U S T
Friday 2nd Holy Prophet Elijah

Holy liturgy at 10am
Sunday 4th Holy liturgy at 10am
Sunday 11th Holy liturgy at 10am
 Wednesday  14th     (Dormition Fast begins)
Sunday 18th Holy liturgy at 10am
Monday 19th Transfiguration of our Lord

Holy liturgy at 10am, then blessing of grapes
Sunday 25th Holy liturgy at 10am
Wednesday 28th Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos

(Velika Gospojina) – Holy Liturgy at 10am

S E P T E M B E R
Sunday 1st  10
Sunday 8th  10
Wednesday 11th Beheading of St John the Baptist & Forerunner

Holy liturgy at 10am (day of strict fasting)
Sunday 15th Holy liturgy at 10am
Saturday 21st Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos

(Mala Gospojina) – Holy liturgy at 10am
Sunday 22nd Holy liturgy at 10am
Friday 27th Exaltation of the Life-giving Cross – Krstovdan

Holy liturgy at 10am (day of strict fasting)
Sunday 29th Holy liturgy at 10am

Protect, dear Lord, the Serbian Orthodox faithful in all lands!
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Pripreme Hristovog Groba
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THE BATTLE OF KOSOVO – VIDOVDAN, 28 JUNE 1389

(624 years and still an important day for the Serbian people all over the world)

Living in a beautiful and peaceful land like Australia, where we have everything we
desire and need, we tend to forget the importance of freedom and what it means.

The dictionary states that freedom is: the power or right to act, speak, or think,
as one wants without hindrance or restraint.
But, as Orthodox Christians we must also hear the words of the Holy Apostle Paul
whose message is recorded in the Holy Bible:

„I have the right to do anything, but not everything is beneficial” (1 Cor. 6:12)
So,  freedom  is  important  because  it  gives  us  the  chance  to  „be  who  we  are“,
wherever we may live in the world, in Serbia, in Australia, or any other place, always
remembering  that  God  created  us  all  in  „His  image  and  likeness“  and  as  such  we
strive and try to behave appropriately.
Let's take a look at some examples of great people from Serbian history and
from the Battle of Kosovo that happened on Vidovdan, 28th of June, 1389:

 | Kosovka Devojka: A young lady who went out to see the injured
soldiers, healing their wounds and giving them bread, wine and water.
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Tzar Lazar and Tzarica Milica: The king and queen of Serbia at the time of the Battle of
Kosovo in 1389 who were wise, kind and noble rulers who loved and helped the people

 | Milos Obilic: The bravest and most honourable Serbian warrior at the
battle of Kosovo.  He sacrificed his life for his friends and king and all the people.

 | Bosko Jugovic: The brave flag bearer of the Serbian army and one of
nine brothers to Tzaritza Milica.  His sister offered that he remain at home during the great

battle to save his life, but he refused, going to war as a brave soldier with the others.
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HOME ALONE WITH TATA: Family and faith conquer all.
I took it as a personal failure to have my dad fall ill and go to hospital, but

Dad kept telling me that everying was going to be okay.

No  one  could  have  predicted  it.   My
dad's  stroke  was  a  shock  to  all  of  our
family  and  friends,  but  being  a
pharmacist and a medical student, I
took  it  as  a  personal  failure.  I'll  never
forget holding Dad's right hand in the
emergency room as he tried with all his
might to move his left side, to no avail.
All  the  while,  Dad  kept  telling  me
repeatedly that everything was going to
be okay.  I stood by his bedside without
allowing a  tear  to  be shed as  I  tried to
compute how this had happened to my
strong, brave Tata. Tata had always
been the strong Montenegrin who came
to Australia first, followed a few months
later by my mother and two babies in
nappies (my sister and I).

Tata wasn't scared of anything.  He
was  brave,  he  fixed  things  around  the
house  and  was  the  prime  source  of
income  to  our  household.   When  I  was
little, he would lull me back to sleep and
tell me monsters didn't exist.  I wanted
to be brave and strong like him.

In  the  emergency  room,  my  world
painted with strong fathers who picked
you  up  from  uni  and  disliked  every
boyfriend you brought home had come
crashing down. What happened in the
weeks, and painstakingly, months to
come,  can  only  be  described  as
bittersweet.   The  response  to  Dad's
illness triggered what felt like an
endless telephone ringing in my head.
It woke me in the morning and kept me
up  at  night.  Everyone  had  the  same
question;  “Kako  je  Slobo?”   I  heard
from  my  kum,  whose  voice  I  hadn’t
heard  in  years.   I  received  calls  from
family friends who had somehow
become estranged from us as a result of
the modern, over-complicated lives we
all lead.

And with dad in the hospital and mum
needing to  go urgently  overseas,  I  was
left all by myself in a big double-story
house, never having felt so alone in my
life.   But  on  my  daily  visits  to  the
hospitals,  I  came  to  realise  I  was  not
alone,  not  even  close.   There  was
always someone watching over me and
always  someone  visiting,  whether  it  be
Dejan  and  Jeja,  Nik  and  Draga,  his
basketball friends, or his cousin Bella
from New Zealand.

The outpouring of love and support
received from family and friends will
never  be  forgotten.   As  soon  as  Tata
was allowed solid foods, his friends were
bringing  burek  and  kolaci  for  him.   On
the weekends, his basketball mates
were  taking  him  to  the  park  in  his
wheelchair.  And all the while I felt ever
so grateful to all of them.

What happened to Tata was very
unfortunate but it opened my eyes to
the strength of friendships forged.   I
wish to express my deepest gratitude to
everyone who has shared their concern
and support.

...

Sonja Cabarkapa (23) | 1st generation Serbian Australian | Pharmacist
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